
INDIE SHORTS – RIDING THE RECESSION 
 

LIVE ACTION 
 

 
All My Dreams on VHS  (2008) 13¼ minutes 
James never misses his dreams – he records them straight to VHS using Dreamspoon wireless 
technology.   But when a work colleague, Erica, stops by one evening, she finds something surprising 
amongst the titles.   Curiosity gets the better of her and the evening takes an unexpected turn.   ALL MY 
DREAMS ON VHS is a bittersweet comedy about the dangers of letting your subconscious out into the 
real world.   Be warned: if you hoard your dreams, someone is going to want to watch them. 
 

Bye Bye Sally (2008) 15 minutes 
Life has been cruel to Sally Grimshaw (Malin Ackerman- Watchmen; Couples Retreat))and she has had 

enough.   It’s time to end it all.   In a last ditch effort to save herself she calls a suicide hotline and is 
persuaded to come in and see one of their mental health counsellors  Mr. Vincent.   However, Mr. 
Vincent has no intention of talking her out of killing herself.   In fact, his company perversely arranges 
for their suicidal clients to undertake professional killings. 

 

After Tomorrow (2008) 15 minutes 
Returning to the village of his estranged wife, James grows increasingly concerned when the sinister owner of the guest house refuses to 
let him leave.  A psychological suspense with a surprising yet moving denouement.  
Awards: Cannes Film Festival (Palme D’or nominee), Edinburgh Int. Film Festival,  Winner Best British Short Film 
Taipai Golden Horse Festival (nominated for a Golden Horse) 

 

Angel (2006) 11 minutes 
A man takes the same commute every day, King’s Cross to Angel on the Northern Line.   One morning in 
early January he spots the girl of his dreams standing next to him in the carriage.   A month later he bumps 
into her again.   This time he plucks up the courage to talk to her.   As the year passes, our hero sees his 
underground love many more times and experiences the highs and lows of a classic movie romance, from 
encouragement to rejection to a renewed hope.   As Christmas approaches, so this charming love story 
draws to it’s uplifting conclusion. 

 
The Elemental (2009) 11½ minutes 
Karen's mother used to terrify her with tales of a presenc e on the dark tenement stair, something you must never look at. Years later Karen 

reluctantly returns to the house she loathed in search of her elderly parents. But her worst childhood nightmare waits for her in the 
shadows...  See it – and die… 

Gone Fishing (2008) 14 minutes 
The touching story of a boy and an old man coming to terms with bereavement through their 
shared love of fishing, and the legend of Goliath, the biggest pike ever caught. 

(Pre-selected in the last 10 Live Action shorts for the 2009 Oscars)  Rhode Island International Film 
Festival, Grand Prize (First) 2008 Beverley Hills Short Film Festival, Audience Award, 2009  
Sedona Film Festival, Best Film and Audience Award 2009  
 
Sunshower (2009) 14 minutes 
On her way home from a party, drunk and driving a stolen car, a girl (17) hits an old man walking by the side of the road.  When he won’t 
wake up and the car won’t start, it seems all she can do is bury him…   Festival Selections:  Palm Springs International Film Festival, Starz Film 
Festival Denver.    Raindance International Festival, London. 

 
Tufty (2009) 8½ minutes 
What if you really knew where Teddy Bears came from?   In this fanciful short the Butler Brothers, Jason and 
Brendan, give us their bizarre but amusing take on this question, which is bound to bring a smile to the face of 
the most sceptical. 
 

 
 
Mother, Mine (2008) 16¼ minutes 
“Hello Mum. My name’s Alison. I was born on the sixth of June, twenty eight years ago. But you know that already, don’t you?”   Grieving 
the death of her adoptive mother, Alison tries to track down her natural mother to find a replacement ‘mum’. She sends out a videotape as 
an introduction.  But are her intentions what they seem?  Awards:   Winner of numerous awards including Salento International Film Festival, Italy  - 
BEST FILM – WOMEN LIKE SHORT 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Hammerhead (2009) 14 minutes 
Oddball Boris tries to reunite his parents on a shark-spotting trip off the North Yorkshire coast.  Only, his 
biggest enemy is along for the ride… his mother’s girlfriend, Lilah.  Only when Boris accepts Lilah can he 
unite his family in his own unique way, through his obsessive love of sharks.   Hammerhead is an offbeat 
family comedy with a timeless imaginative visual style and tone, and a heart warming core. 

 

Jehovah’s Witness (2007) 14 minutes 
A Jehovah’s Witness gets more than he bargained for when he calls on a family in the 
midst of a domestic crisis.   Percy, a middle-aged Jehovah’s Witness, is invited into the house of a single 
mother and her eight year old daughter Ruth to provide protection and be a witness to any potential 
confrontation between the Mother and Frank, her supposed ex-partner who has called round 
unexpectedly. Over a cup of tea, Percy witnesses some tense exchanges between the Mother and Frank.   
It all goes down hill from there. 
 

Sugar Stick (2009) 6¼ minutes 
Mary is trapped in a toxic friendship.   Miriam, with her chain-smoking and vicious tongue, is that toxic 
friend.   Morning tea and vitriol.   There is no smoke without fire and some friendships can be tested to 
breaking point.  Writer/director Laura Way’s debut short film is a cautionary tale with a dark and bitter 

twist that is anything but sweet. 
Awards:    Audience Sparky Award for the Best Anarchy Online Film at Slamdance 2009 
Best Black Comedy short at the New York International Independent Film Festival 2009 

 
Into the Woods (2008) 6 minutes 
Walking through the woods, a British family encounter a stranger who doesn’t speak English.  Whilst their son senses something is wrong, 
the parents fall victim to their own prejudices, misreading the stranger’s intentions, and setting upon a course of action that has far-reaching 
consequences for them all.  Writer/director Matt Taabu’s taut thriller is a health warning about going Into The Woods. 
Awards:  Jury Special mention – I’ve Seen Films, Milan, October 2009 

 
Out of the Blue (2008) 10 minutes 
Georgie’s love life becomes transformed when he discovers a TV floating in the sea.   This middle aged bachelor finds the most compelling 
reason to spend quality time with his telly.   The comic denouement leaves him all at sea.   Blue is a quirky tale of loneliness and the 
discovery of true love in the most unexpected of places. 
Awards: Toronto Independent Film Festival, 2009 – Best Short Comedy and Best Short no Dialogue. 

 London Independent Film Festival, 2009 – Best International Short Film. 

 

Veronique (2009) 4.35 minutes 
Darren loves his new simulated-personality car computer system – Veronique.   And in a not very 

platonic way.   However, he finds to his cost, that virtual love has limitations when he takes his new 
girlfriend for a drive.   His sat nav romance is heading in the wrong direction. 
 

 

 

ANIMATION 

 
The Finger Trap (2008) 4½ minutes 
The elderly but young-at-heart Wilson Brown becomes stuck in his Chinese finger trap toy whilst preparing an 
anniversary surprise for his wife.  His increasingly desperate attempts to free himself result in him swinging 
from the light fitting, providing his wife with an altogether different surprise.  Sometimes temptation is, indeed,  
too hard to resist, in director Julia McLean’s delightful stop motion animated film. 
Awards:  Scottish BAFTA New Talent Award for Animation 2009,  Best Short Animation Jury Award, Woods Hold, MA, USA 
2008, Finalist – Jim Poole Awards, Edinburgh 2008, Audience Award – Merchant City Festival, Glasgow U.K. 2009 

 
 
For further information or to obtain screeners, please contact Derry O’Brien or Sadhbh Murphy at  
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