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Aleppo, Syria: The Most Beautiful and
Elegant City in the World 
Since March 2011, when pro-democracy protests 
erupted in the southern Syrian city of Deraa, 
violence escalated and the country descended into 
civil war. Rebel brigades were formed to battle 
government forces for control of cities, towns and 
the countryside. Fighting reached the capital 
Damascus and second city of Aleppo in 2012. The 
now devastated city ofnow devastated city of Aleppo reflects the story of 
its people, both those who left and remain. A city 
destroyed and a people dispersed. 

Brazil – Pacifying the Police

This episode looks at state violence, state complicity 
in the execution of their own people and highlights 
how young, male, black people are singled out, 
targeted and quite often shot. This militarism is 
becoming the norm as a way of dealing with the 
poor. Nine people, all victims of violence and their 
relatives, all from the favelas of Sao Paulo, reflect on 
how police violence has shaped their lives. how police violence has shaped their lives. 

Uruguay – The World’s Poorest President

Following his election, Jose Mujica, refused to stay 
in the luxurious presidential state house, instead 
opting to stay at his wife’s farmhouse off a dirt road 
out side the capital, Montevideo. Mujica donated 
about 90% of his monthly salary to charity, declaring 
that he lived on the most unjust continent in the 
world, with the worst distribution of wealth. During 
MujicaMujica’s time as Uruguayan President, poverty was 
reduced as was income inequality. 

Tanzania – The Elephant in the Pack

In recent years, elephant poaching in Tanzania has 
caused their population to decline by 60%. The 
ivory trade in Africa has been associated with the 
arms trade and the struggle against poachers’ costs 
the lives of around 100 wildlife rangers per year. A 
ban on all ivory trade activities by the end of 2017 
was announced at the convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (Cities) in South Trade in Endangered Species (Cities) in South 
Africa in October 2016. Many commentators see 
this as a “game-changer”. 
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